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The following Cabinet paper and related Cabinet minutes have been proactively released 
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Title Reference

Minute of Decision: Aotearoa New Zealand Antarctic and 
Southern Research Directions and Priorities 2021-2030 

ENV-21-SUB-0071 

Report of the Cabinet Environment, Energy and Climate 
Committee: Period Ended 10 December 2021 

CAB-21-MIN-0530 

Aotearoa New Zealand Antarctic and Southern Ocean 
Research Directions and Priorities 2021-2030 

Annex 

Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if requested, 
would be withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (the OIA). Where this is the case, 
the relevant sections of the OIA that would apply have been identified. Where information 
has been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons 
for withholding it. 
Key to OIA redaction codes: 

 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the international relations of the New Zealand
Government;

 6(b): to protect the passing of information from another government on a
confidential basis;

 6(e)(vi) to avoid damage to the New Zealand economy by the premature disclosure
of decisions relating to entering into of overseas trade agreements;

 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy;

 9(2)(ba): to protect the supply of confidential information by a third party;

 9(2)(b)(ii): to avoid prejudice to the commercial position of another party;

 9(2)(d): to protect the economic interests of New Zealand;

 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments;

 9(2)(g)(ii): to protect officers and employees from improper pressure or
harassment;

 9(2)(f)(iv): the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and
officials;

 9(2)(h): to maintain legal professional privilege; and

 9(2)(j): to avoid prejudice to negotiations.
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I N  C O N F I D E N C E
ENV-21-MIN-0071

Cabinet Environment, 
Energy and Climate 
Committee
Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Aotearoa New Zealand Antarctic and Southern Ocean Research 
Directions and Priorities 2021–2030

Portfolios Research, Science and Innovation / Oceans and Fisheries / Foreign Affairs / 
Conservation

On 9 December 2021, the Cabinet Environment, Energy and Climate Committee (ENV):

1 noted that on 1 July 2021, ENV invited the Minister of Foreign Affairs to report back to the 
Cabinet Environment, Energy and Climate Committee on the public consultation process on 
the draft Antarctic Research Directions and Priorities, and provide a final version of the 
Antarctic Research Directions and Priorities for approval in late 2021 
ENV-21-MIN-0035];

2 noted that submissions received during public consultation have been carefully considered 
and applied, where appropriate, to the Antarctic Research Directions and Priorities;

3 approved the Antarctic Research Directions and Priorities attached as Annex A to the 
paper under ENV-21-SUB-0071;

4 invited the Minister of Climate Change to join as co-signatory of the Antarctic Research 
Directions and Priorities;

5 noted the commitment to a review of the Antarctic Research Directions and Priorities no 
later than 2026, after which officials will report back to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the 
Minister for Research, Science and Innovation, the Minister for Oceans and Fisheries, the 
Minister of Conservation, and the Minister of Climate Change.

Vivien Meek
Committee Secretary

Present: Officials present from:
Hon Grant Robertson (Chair)
Hon Nanaia Mahuta
Hon Damien O’Connor
Hon Stuart Nash

Officials Committee for ENV
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